
 
 

 

 - 1 - 

SOME FACTS ON HOMELESSNESS, HOUSING, AND VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN 

Violence against women is a leading cause of homelessness.  Some domestic 
violence survivors, particularly those with limited resources, become homeless 
after fleeing an abusive relationship or after being evicted for reasons related to 
the abuse such as police involvement or property damage.   

Statistics show that domestic violence survivors are discriminated against in 
finding new housing, and a lack of affordable housing and housing assistance 
further limits the options available to these women. 

Understanding the connections between homelessness and violence against 
women is important to identify solutions to homelessness for domestic violence 
survivors and their families.   

The National Law Center on Homelessness & Poverty (NLCHP) works as the 
legal arm of the movement to prevent and end homelessness in the U.S.  An 
important part of this movement is working to improve access to housing for 
survivors of violence against women and their families.   

For more information about NLCHP’s Domestic Violence Program, go to 
http://www.nlchp.org/FA_DV/index.cfm or call 202-638-2535. 

 

A clear link exists between homelessness and 
a history of domestic violence. 
Nearly 25% of all U.S. women have experienced 
domestic violence in their lifetimes,1 but 
homeless women have experienced domestic 
violence at even greater rates.2

- 35% of homeless mothers in a 2003 study of 
10 U.S. cities reported being physically abused 
as children, and 40% reported being sexually 
abused as children.3   

- 56% of homeless women in a 2003 Chicago 
study reported being victims of domestic 
violence, and 36% reported physical or sexual 
abuse as children.4 

 

 

 

 

- 44% of homeless women in a 2006 
Minnesota study reported being physically 
abused as children, and 40% reported 
being sexually abused as children.5 

- A study of homeless women in Los 
Angeles in 2007 showed that 70% had 
experienced domestic violence, sexual 
assault and/or child abuse during their 
lifetimes.6 

- 65% of homeless parents living in shelters 
in Kentucky, Tennessee, and the Carolinas 
in 2000 reported experiencing domestic 
violence.7  

- In New York City in 2002, almost 50% of 
all homeless heads of household had 
experienced domestic violence.8 



 
 
   

Violence against women is one of the 
primary causes of homelessness. 
About 20% of homeless women report 
domestic violence or abuse as a reason for 
their homelessness,9 and 39% of 23 U.S. 
cities surveyed in 2007 reported that domestic 
violence was a primary cause of 
homelessness.10

- About 50% of persons in families in the 
Washington, D.C. shelter system in 2002 
were estimated to have experienced 
domestic violence.11 

- For 22% of homeless women surveyed in 
Chicago in 2003, domestic violence was the 
immediate cause of homelessness.12  

- 32% of homeless women surveyed in 
Minnesota in 2006 were homeless at least in 
part due to domestic abuse.13 

 

 

- About 58% of the homeless women in a 
2004 Los Angeles study who had 
experienced domestic violence in the past 
year reported becoming homeless as a direct 
result of fleeing the abuse.14 

- For 26% of homeless women interviewed in 
Fargo, North Dakota in 2006, one of the 
main reasons for leaving their last housing 
was to flee abuse.15 

- Domestic violence is one of the top 5 
factors contributing to homelessness in 
Iowa according to a 2005 statewide 
survey.16 

- In New York City in 2002, 25% of all 
homeless heads of household cited domestic 
violence as the direct cause of 
homelessness.17 
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Poor women, already vulnerable to homelessness, are 
at particularly high risk for domestic violence, as are 
single mothers. 
- Women in socio-economically disadvantaged 

neighborhoods experience intimate violence at 
twice the rate, and are more likely to be abused 
repeatedly or to experience severe violence, as 
compared to women in more advantaged 
neighborhoods.18   

- Women in households with the lowest incomes 
experience intimate partner violence at greater rates 
than women with higher household incomes.19 

- Over 85% of homeless families in the United States 
are headed by single women with children.20  93% 
of Washington, D.C.’s homeless families in 2003 
were single-parent families.21 

 
Discriminatory evictions against domestic violence 
victims increase their risk of homelessness.  
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- Studies in several U.S. cities have shown that 
minority women face particularly high eviction 
rates.22  

 
Domestic violence victims are subjected to other 
discriminatory housing practices, limiting their 
alternative housing options. 
- 65% of Washington, DC housing providers tested 

by the Equal Rights Center illegally denied housing 
to a survivor by refusing to rent, by refusing 
appointments or by failing to offer incentives that 
were available to other prospective tenants.23 

- 27.5% of New York City housing providers, in a 
2005 investigation, either refused to rent to, or 
failed to follow up with, an applicant for housing 
after learning that the applicant was survivor of 
domestic violence.24 

 
Alternative housing options are further limited by 
shortages in affordable housing and housing assistance. 
- The U.S. has a shortage of affordable housing, i.e., 

housing that costs no more than 30 percent of the 
annual income of a household.25  It has been 
reported that demand exceeds supply by 4.5 million 
people.26  

- 7,707 requests for domestic violence services from 
1346 providers went unmet on a single day in 2007, 
61% of which were for housing.  On the same day, 
there were over 25,000 requests for emergency 
shelter from survivors.27 

- 52% of cities surveyed in 2007 reported turning 
away homeless persons from shelters due to lack of 
resources.28  87% of the cities stated that lack of 
affordable housing was a cause of homelessness.29 

- Often long waiting lists exist for housing assistance 
in the form of HUD Section 8 vouchers30—which 
subsidize the cost of privately-owned rental units—
or HUD public housing units.31  A 2004 27-city 
survey reported that the average wait for Section 8 
vouchers is 35 months, and the wait for public 
housing is 20 months.32   
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A lack of suitable alternative housing can cause 
domestic violence victims to remain with or to return to 
their abusers.
- 46% of homeless women in a 2006 study in Fargo, 

North Dakota reported that they had stayed in 
abusive relationships in the past because they had 
no other housing options.33 

- 45% of homeless women surveyed in a 2006 
statewide study of homelessness in Minnesota 
reported that they had stayed in abusive 
relationships because they had no other housing 
options.34  
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